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What role does Latin America play in today’s
global geopolitical landscape, considering its
natural resources, energy transition potential,

and political fragmentation?

Dr David Rees. March 2026



US intervention in Latin America

Latin America has been subject to constant
interference and 'overthrow' which shapes the

current political geopolitics of the area.
 Reading. Overthrow by Steven Kinzer.

e Confessions of an Economic Hitman


https://www.amazon.fr/Overthrow-Americas-Century-Regime-Change-ebook/dp/B000Q67L00/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_fr_FR=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&crid=TQCT49H4I01P&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.T_F3QQk26y49lIAH2zz56m8ebZOfMtDYglNjtZFD2axXwyrW5SA7f1-ZOib5MkZcbj978vL5xbtLwd3Ny0i9ohLRvdbdaJ_ZxTKToCgHty25v0C1ZT6TKFp8ZifzuEHnc7HRAgW3yYLu31G33a3miMnMxgTfcj4iofbpkK3j9FORBOn8r3QQ2Hs3LDHxMy2K7RspaivKRPGPSUDs3oOMno8I_lkXVQpVA0Giq-BUrnFVkF1h6zoU3Kag9w8RFtvw7nvdYB9En-tqx-QciAs4DaahS7nCh2GQD88M2jIMP9I.LASG5lOnFwDdjV5era6ygC3HfoOGcrcwARsJJ4hHVlU&dib_tag=se&keywords=Overthrow&qid=1773172436&sprefix=overthrow%2Caps%2C239&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.fr/New-Confessions-Economic-Hit-Man/dp/1785033859/ref=asc_df_1785033859?tag=bingshoppin0f-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80676872693235&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=32493&hvtargid=pla-4584276337614948&psc=1&msclkid=9120be1fa5b1185f09f4d7afd314327a
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US Intervention

Panama 1903. US backed independence from Colombia to

build the Panama canal

Haiti 1915. US Military control

Dominican Republic 1916. US Military government
Nicaragua. 1912-1933. Repeated intervention and occupation
Guatemala. 1954. ClA-backed coup. Military regime.

Cuba. 1961. Bay of Pigs (failure)

Brazil. 1964. US military coup. 21 year military dictatorship



US Intervention

Chile. 1973. CIA-backed overthrow of Allende. Pinochet
dictatorship.

Nicaragua. 1979. US funds Contra rebels.

El Salvador. 1980. US provides billions $ to oppose leftist

groups.
Grenada. 1983. US invasion
Panama. 1989. US invasion.

Haiti. 1994. US restores Jean-Bertrand Aristide



US Intervention

Venezuela. 2002. Coup attempt against Hugo Chavez.

Recognised opposition in 2019

Honduras. 2009. US help military remove President Zelaya
Bolivia. 2019. US diplomatic coup

Cuba. Sanctions — and now without oil (Venezuela sanctions)
Nicaragua. 2018. Sanctions. Attempts at regime change

Venezuela. 2026. Military abduction of President Maduro



Why Latin America”

Lithium triangle (Argentina, Bolivia, Chile)
Copper (Chile and Peru — 40% world production)
Nickel and rare metals

Agricultural power (NB EU — MERCOSUR)

Oil — Venezuela — one of the world's largest reserves



FTAA

The US wanted to create the Free Trade Area of the Americas.
34 countries in a Free-Trade Area (an extension of NAFTA)

The US did not want the emergence of MERCOSUR

Failed mostly because of rejection by Brazil and Argentina
(see 2005 Mar del Plata Summit)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZwRCR-Hlv8&t=42s

Final Thoughts

« Latin America has massive mineral, oil and agricultural
resources, but, mostly due to US interference, has difficulty to

form political, economic and industrial unity.

 The US will do everything it can to keep Latin America as a
'servant’ of the USA, and will continue to try to overthrow any
socialist government, especially if it threatens US companies

with nationalisation.

* The USA will use military, diplomatic and financial force to keep

Latin America dislocated to serve US interests
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