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Françafrique
After deconolisation in the 1960s, France wanted to 

maintain a degree of political control

● France guaranteed regime survival of friendly presidents

● French troops intervened when leaders were threatened

● Elites were educated in France and linked to Paris 

networks

● The CFA franc monetary zone tied several West & Central 

African currencies to the French Treasury

● In exchange: France secured uranium, oil, strategic 

influence, and diplomatic allies 



  



  



  

The “Françafrique” system largely applied to the 1960 independence wave states listed above.

In practice, political independence occurred in 1960 — but military, monetary, and elite networks 

often remained deeply tied to Paris for decades afterward, which is exactly the structure that has 

been breaking down since roughly the 2010s
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China

Positive
– Investment in infrastructure 

– Investment in energy production

Negative
– Loans – incease sovereign debt

– Projects tied to Chinese contractors

– Economies still export raw materials



  



  

Russia

Concentrates on fragile states 
– Mali

– Central African Republic

– Burkina Faso

– Niger

Regime protection (liked by non-democratic states)

Military training

Anti ex-colonialists (France)



  

Better off?

● Yes – in terms of sovereignty
● Not tied to a single partner / supplier
● Negotiate between China, Russia and France
● Economically – better infrastructure
● New sources of financing
● Debt pressure rising (move from dollar to 

renminbi)
● Debt servicing risk due to currency rate 

changes



  

Questions / Comments
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