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IntroductionIntroduction
Over the past decade, the European political landscape
has undergone profound transformations. One of the

most striking phenomena has been the rise of
nationalist and eurosceptic political parties across many

EU member states. These parties, often labeled as
populist, have gained influence by challenging the core

principles of European integration and promoting a
vision centered on national sovereignty.
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2008 Crisis2008 Crisis
This political shift did not emerge in

isolation. It is closely linked to a
series of crises that have shaken the

European continent. The 2008
financial crisis triggered economic

hardship, unemployment, and
austerity measures, fueling

resentment toward traditional
parties and EU institutions.
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2015 Crisis2015 Crisis
Then, the 2015 migration crisis
amplified fears about cultural

identity, border control, and security,
providing fertile ground for

nationalist rhetoric. More recently,
the COVID-19 pandemic exposed
further tensions between national
governments and EU coordination

efforts, reviving debates around the
effectiveness of European solidarity.
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Will the rise of nationalistWill the rise of nationalist
political parties in the EUpolitical parties in the EU
continue in the comingcontinue in the coming

years, or is this ayears, or is this a
temporary phenomenon?temporary phenomenon?
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Main FactorsMain Factors
Economic Crises and Rejection ofEconomic Crises and Rejection of

GlobalizationGlobalization
Since the 1970s oil crisis, followed by deindustrialization and the 2008

financial crisis, many Europeans have seen their living standards stagnate or
decline. The loss of manufacturing jobs, particularly in industrial areas, has led

to a sense of insecurity. Globalization and European integration are often
perceived as threats to local jobs, and nationalist parties capitalize on this by

advocating for protectionism and economic sovereignty.

As wealth inequality has grown, especially after the financial crises, many
citizens feel that the benefits of globalization have been unevenly

distributed. Nationalist parties offer a response to these concerns by
advocating for policies that protect local economies from external influences.

They argue that countries need to regain control over their markets and
industries to ensure the welfare of their citizens. This is particularly appealing

to those who feel left behind by the global economy.
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Immigration andImmigration and
National IdentityNational Identity

Economic Crises and Rejection ofEconomic Crises and Rejection of
GlobalizationGlobalization

Europe has experienced several migration waves since World War II,
initially for economic reasons and later due to international crises.

However, from the 1980s onward especially after the 2015 refugee crisis,
immigration has become a major political divide. This has intensified

concerns about the preservation of national culture and identity. Many
citizens see immigration as a threat to their culture and traditions, and
nationalist parties exploit these fears by promoting stricter immigration

policies and stronger border controls.
As migration flows increase due to ongoing conflicts and economic disparity,
the debate around immigration has taken on new urgency. Nationalist parties
emphasize the need to protect national identity from the perceived cultural
and social impacts of immigration. They argue that mass immigration could

lead to the erosion of traditional values and a strain on public resources. This
rhetoric has found a receptive audience, particularly in areas where

integration challenges have been more visible.
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Factors Behind the Rise ofFactors Behind the Rise of
Nationalism in EuropeNationalism in Europe

Economic Crises andEconomic Crises and
Rejection ofRejection of

GlobalizationGlobalization

Populism and thePopulism and the
Influence of SocialInfluence of Social

MediaMedia
GoaDistrust of theGoaDistrust of the
European UnionEuropean Union

 Since the 1970s oil crisis,
followed by

deindustrialization and the
2008 financial crisis, many
Europeans have seen their

living standards stagnate or
decline. The loss of
manufacturing jobs,

particularly in industrial
areas, has led to a sense of

insecurity. 

Europe has experienced
several migration waves since

World War II, initially for
economic reasons and later
due to international crises.
However, from the 1980s

onward, especially after the
2015 refugee crisis.

Immigration has become a
major political divide.

By simplifying complex issues
and blaming the elites for
societal problems, populist

leaders can rally large
segments of the population.
Social media amplifies their

reach, allowing them to
bypass traditional media and
deliver emotional, impactful
messages directly to a broad
audience, strengthening their

electoral base.
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Political Alliances andPolitical Alliances and
RealignmentsRealignments

As a matter of fact, the growth of nationalist and populist parties has led to unprecedented
political alliances. In Italy, for example, parties like the Northern League (Lega Nord) have

participated in governing coalitions, reshaping the traditional political landscape. Similarly, in
France, the National Rally (Rassemblement National) has gained influence, forcing mainstream

parties to reconsider their strategies to attract nationalist-leaning voters.
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Institutional and CivilInstitutional and Civil
Society ResponsesSociety Responses

Various institutions and organizations have reacted to either
curb or support this trend. Anti-fascist movements and human
rights organizations have mobilized against the expansion of
nationalist ideologies. Meanwhile, some media outlets and

intellectuals have raised concerns about the potential dangers
of this resurgence. However, in certain countries, institutions

have been accused of indirectly fueling nationalism by adopting
restrictive immigration policies or emphasizing national

identity.
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Internal ConsequencesInternal Consequences
Within Political PartiesWithin Political Parties

The rise of nationalism has also caused internal tensions within many
political parties. Divisions have emerged between factions advocating
for a hardline stance on issues like immigration and those promoting
a more moderate approach. These ideological rifts have sometimes
led to party splits, new alliances, or shifts in policy positions. For

instance, some left-wing parties have had to adjust their rhetoric to
address voters' nationalist concerns, while traditional right-wing
parties have toughened their stance to retain their electoral base.
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BrexitBrexit

1111

One of the most striking manifestations of modern
nationalism was the Brexit referendum in 2016, where 52%

of British voters chose to leave the European Union.



Economic Hardships & Inequality

Immigration & Cultural Identity

Weakening of the European Union

Security Concerns & Geopolitical Tensions
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The rise of nationalism in all
European countries continues:

Potential evolution ofPotential evolution of
Nationalism in EuropeNationalism in Europe



Decline of the nationalistDecline of the nationalist
trend in Europetrend in Europe

Political factorPolitical factor New generationNew generation Economical factorEconomical factor Fear of conflictFear of conflict
Historical

background pushing
toward peace

Cooperative
approach instead of

instability

Open-mindedness
thanks to global

connectivity 

European Union
priority over
national laws



ConclusionsConclusions
The rise of nationalist political parties in Europe

is a phenomenon deeply rooted in economic,
social, and political transformations. Fueled by

financial crises, migration concerns, and a
growing mistrust toward European institutions,
these parties have gained significant influence

across multiple member states.
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